
 
 
 
 

Glenn W. Ekey Named Director of Development for Miami Art Museum 
 

Nonprofit executive joins MAM as museum prepares to break ground 
on new home in Museum Park. 

 
MIAMI, FL – February 28, 2010 – Glenn W. Ekey, a seasoned development executive with nearly three 
decades experience in the nonprofit sector, has joined Miami Art Museum (MAM) as director of 
development. In this role, Mr. Ekey will be charged with broadening the museum’s base of financial support 
among both individuals and corporations. His work will include building and strengthening MAM’s 
relationships with the South Florida business community, overseeing institutional fundraising activities and 
securing major gifts. Mr. Ekey previously served as chief development officer for the Palm Beach Zoo and 
president and CEO of the Zoological Society of Florida. 

Mr. Ekey’s appointment comes at a key juncture in MAM’s history; the museum is preparing to break 
ground on its new home in downtown Miami’s waterfront Museum Park. 

“Galvanizing private sector support for Miami Art Museum is a top objective for our organization as we get 
set to enter the next chapter of our history,” said Aaron Podhurst, chairman of the museum’s board of 
trustees. “Glenn Ekey is the right person to lead that effort. Glenn’s track record of success in the nonprofit 
arena, coupled with his leadership qualities and existing relationships with South Florida’s donor 
community, will be key to sustaining and building on the institutional momentum MAM has enjoyed in recent 
years.” 

Among Mr. Ekey’s priorities as director of development will be generating fundraising support for the 
museum’s “MAM and Schools” program. Miami Art Museum currently has the largest art education program 
outside the Miami-Dade County school system. Other areas of focus will include securing grants, growing 
MAM’s endowment and generating additional support for the museum’s capital campaign.  

“This is an exciting time to join Miami Art Museum,” said Mr. Ekey. “I have long considered the visual arts to 
be a key component of our community and I’m enthusiastic about MAM’s future as one of the staples of the 
South Florida arts landscape. Realizing MAM’s potential to become a cultural port that links the U.S. with 
Latin America and the Caribbean will require continued investment on the part of our private sector and 
grant-funding organizations. I look forward to leading that charge as director of development.” 

At the Zoological Society of Florida, Mr. Ekey was instrumental in raising significant public and private funds 
for the zoo’s $350 million master plan. He also developed a public/private partnership between the 
Zoological Society and Miami-Dade County which reversed Miami Metrozoo’s financial decline and 
increased attendance by 25 percent. 

Previous positions included serving as director of the Rhode Island Zoological Society and director of 
marketing and public relations for the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden. 

Born and raised in Dayton, Ohio, Mr. Ekey earned his bachelor’s degree from Ohio Wesleyan University. 
He is married with one daughter. 

 



Miami Art Museum is sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and 
the Florida Arts Council, and the National Endowment for the Arts; with the support of Miami-Dade County 
Department of Cultural Affairs, the Cultural Affairs Council, the Mayor and the Board of County Commissioners. 
Miami Art Museum is an accessible facility. For sign language interpretation or assistive listening devices please 
call Miami Art Museum’s education department 305.375.4073 at least five days in advance. Materials in accessible 
format may be requested.  
 

About Miami Art Museum 
Miami Art Museum serves one of the most diverse and fast-growing regions of the country, where a 
confluence of North and Latin American cultures adds vibrancy and texture to the civic landscape. Miami 
Art Museum embraces its role as a cultural anchor and touchstone in a city that welcomes countless 
ethnic and age groups, lifestyles and ideas. Miami Art Museum’s far-ranging vision is expressed in the 
breadth and depth of its exhibition program, and education and public programs. The Museum continues 
to build its collection of holdings from the twentieth century through the present, as it embarks on a major 
new building and expansion project. The new Miami Art Museum at Museum Park, designed by Herzog 
& de Meuron, is scheduled for completion in 2013. 
 
Miami Art Museum is located at 101 West Flagler Street, Miami, FL 33130. Hours: Tuesday through 
Friday, 10am - 5pm; Saturday through Sunday, Noon - 5pm; Closed Mondays. Admission is free for 
MAM members, children under 12 and students (with valid ID); adults $8; seniors $4; Second Saturdays 
are Free for Families. Parking is $5 (with museum validation) at 50 NW 2nd Ave. Metro: Government 
Center Station.  
 
Media Contact: Tracy Belcher/ 305.375.1705/ TBelcher@miamiartmuseum.org. 
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