Miami Art Museum

Miami Art Museum Presents Exhibition of Interactive Chromatic Environments
by Carlos Cruz-Diez

Installations Focus on Color and Perception,
Inviting Viewers to become Participants in the Artwork

Carlos Cruz-Diez: The Embodied Experience of Color
(March 20 — June 20, 2010)

MIAMI — January 27, 2010 — In March 2010, Miami Art Museum will present an exhibition of interactive
works by Carlos Cruz-Diez (b. 1923, Caracas), one of Latin America’s most important living masters.
Carlos Cruz-Diez: The Embodied Experience of Color marks the artist’s first exhibition to focus solely
on sensory chromatic environments and interactive projects. The exhibition will feature four participatory
environments created from color and light including Cromosaturacion (Chromosaturation), a
groundbreaking artwork first conceived in 1965. Cruz-Diez, a major figure in the international Kinetic art
movement, was recently selected to create a signature artwork feature for the new Miami Marlins
Stadium’s four-acre entrance plaza, one of the largest of any stadium in United States history, that will
use a paving system based on color, line and viewer perception as visual signage to the various stadium
entrances.

The four installations comprising Carlos Cruz-Diez: The Embodied Experience of Color rely upon the
visitors participation through movement. Cromosaturacion (Chromosaturation), 1968, is a site-specific
environment that focuses on the relationship between color and perception. Initially conceived in 1965
and presented for the first time in 1968 in the Ostwald Museum in Dortmund, Germany, this work
consists of three separate color chambers infused with red, green and blue light. The real content of this
work is the visitor's experience of walking through the shifting chromatic space and interacting over time
through his physical movement. Duchas de induccidn cromatica (Showers of Chromatic Induction), 1968,
one of the artist’s first experiments with the idea of color in space, allows the visitor to experience color
through a series of booths made from strips of transparent, colored plastic. Ambiente cromointerferente
(Chromo-interferent Environment), 1974, is a changing, three-dimensional chromatic projection
environment activated by the physical movement of the spectator/participant. Experiencia croméatica
aleatoria interactiva (Aleatory Interactive Chromatic Experience), 1995, an interactive computer
installation, lets the spectator create his own visual interpretation of Cruz-Diez' work.

Carlos Cruz-Diez: The Embodied Experience of Color explores the artist's pioneering contribution to
experimental practices in the 1960s and 1970s that proposed the dematerialization of the object to
create environments that involve the body, senses and subjectivity of the spectator. In his
experimentation with color and perceptual structures, Cruz-Diez proposed new definitions for the art work
as a field of active participation through the use of light, movement and space. Cruz-Diez’s
experimentations with color and sensory perceptual environments anticipated many of the relational and
participatory concerns of contemporary art.

“The works in this exhibition extend the principle of interactivity from which Cruz-Diez' entire body of
work emerged,” said Miami Art Museum Adjunct Curator Rina Carvajal. “They propose a total immersion
of the spectator in the experience of color in movement, requiring his corporal, sensorial and mental
involvement with color as a changing temporal-spatial phenomenon.”

Carlos Cruz-Diez: The Embodied Experience of Color is supported by SaludArte Foundation, Fundacion
Bancoro, Davos Financial Group and Fundacién Mercantil. It is organized by Miami Art Museum and



curated by MAM Adjunct Curator Rina Carvajal. For more information about Miami Art Museum, please
call 305.375.3000 or visit miamiartmuseum.org.

About Carlos Cruz-Diez

Carlos Cruz-Diez was born in Caracas, Venezuela in 1923, and has lived and worked in Paris since
1960. His artistic experimentations have expanded notions about color, and he has created several
major series of works that explore the optical effects of color including Fisicromias (Physichromies),
Transcromias (Transchromies),Inducciones Cromaticas (Chromatic Inductions) and Cromosaturaciones
(Chromosaturations). His work is in the permanent collections of The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA),
New York; Tate Modern, London; Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; Musée d'Art Contemporain, Montreal,
Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris; Victoria and Albert
Museum, London, among other institutions. He has patrticipated in numerous group exhibitions, such as
Tour Eiffel haute en Couleurs, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris (2003); Inverted Utopias: Avant Garde
Art in Latin America, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (2004); Lo(s) Cinético(s), Museo Nacional Centro de
Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid (2007). Among his solo exhibitions are Retrospectiva, Museo de Arte
Contemporaneo de Caracas (1981); Carlos Cruz-Diez, Autonomie der Farbe, Josef Albers Museum
Quadrat Bottrop (1988); In(formed) by Color: Carlos Cruz-Diez, Americas Society, Nueva York (2008); El
color sucede, Museu d’Art Espanyol Contemporani, Palma de Mallorca (2009).

About Miami Art Museum

Miami Art Museum serves one of the most diverse and fast-growing regions of the country, where a
confluence of North and Latin American cultures adds vibrancy and texture to the civic landscape. Miami
Art Museum embraces its role as a cultural anchor and touchstone in a city that welcomes countless
ethnic and age groups, lifestyles and ideas. Miami Art Museum'’s far-ranging vision is expressed in the
breadth and depth of its exhibition program, and education and public programs. The Museum continues
to build its collection of holdings from the twentieth century through the present, as it embarks on a major
new building and expansion project. The new Miami Art Museum at Museum Park, designed by Herzog
& de Meuron, is scheduled for completion in 2013.

Miami Art Museum is located at 101 West Flagler Street, Miami, FL 33130. Hours: Tuesday through
Friday, 10am - 5pm; Saturday through Sunday, Noon - 5pm; Closed Mondays. Admission is free for
MAM members, children under 12 and students (with valid ID); adults $8; seniors $4; Second Saturdays
are Free for Families. Parking is $5 (with museum validation) at 50 NW 2nd Ave. Metro: Government
Center Station.

Media Contact: Tracy Belcher/ 305.375.1705/ TBelcher@miamiartmuseum.org.
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Miami Art Museum is sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and
the Florida Arts Council, and the National Endowment for the Arts; with the support of Miami-Dade County
Department of Cultural Affairs, the Cultural Affairs Council, the Mayor and the Board of County Commissioners.
Miami Art Museum is an accessible facility. For sign language interpretation or assistive listening devices please
call Miami Art Museum'’s education department 305.375.4073 at least five days in advance. Materials in accessible
format may be requested.



