Miami Art Museum

MAM Presents Yinka Shonibare, MBE:
A Fying Mac hine for Every Man, Woman and Child

Qctober 31, 2008 - January 18, 2009
Mew Work Gallery

MIAM — As part of its ongoing New Waork series, Miami Art Museumn will present Yinka
Shonibare, MBE: A Flying Machine for Every Man, Woman and Chid, a new installation created

specifically for MAM. The ste-specific work will explore Miami' s role as a destination for both
tourists and immigrants and as a symbol of freedom and promise. Shonibare's installation will

premiere on October 31 and will remain onview in MANM s “New Work™ gallery through January
16, 2009 .

“¥inka Shonibare’'s references to immigration and the legacy of colonialism add an important
perspective to the contemporary international dialogue at MAM,” said Director Terence Riley. ‘His
work responds in unique w ays to different layers of culture and history, jug as Miami has
developed its unique multicultural character through a dynamic blend of people and cultures from

throughoutthe world .*

Born in Britain to MNigerian parents, Yinka Shonibare is best known for his installations and

photographs that juxtapose African and European imagery, often modeling his compositionson
canonized works from Western art history. The artist’s installations frequently include headless,

anonymous mannequins dressed in elaborate Victorian fashions These stunning costumes are
made of batik fabncs like those first sold to Africans by Dutch tradersin the 19%" Century Though
they are manufactured in Britain and the Metherlands, these brighthy-colored printed textiles
remain grongly associated with Africa. Shonibare referencesthis common misattnbution in

examining the larger cultural misconceptions and mythologies of colonialism.

The installation at MAM will feature an idealized nuclear family clothed in Shonibare's wax-prin ted
attire, each graddling a human-powered flying machine modeled after 197 century drawings. “A
Flying Machine for Every Man, Woman and Child re-imagines the aspiration of fhyng, and by
extension the dreams and promises that Miami has come to represent,” writes Shonibare. “The
attempt at flyng against all odds is a metaphor for the monumental eff orts made by some of the

inhabitants of Miamito reach a city which represents the promise of Amernica.™ The work also
evokes the fights taken to Miami by millions of tourists seeking glamour and entertainment.

Seeming to pre-date modern air travel, Shonibare’s machines symbolize the freedom sought by

emigrants and tourists alike.

A free fourcolor Gallery Motes brochure, with an essay by exhibition curator Peter Boswell, will

be published in conjunction with the exhibition.

Yinka Shonibare is organized by Miami Art Museum and curated by Assistant Director for
Programs/Senior Curator Peter Boswell as part of Mew Work, a series of projects by leading
contemporary artists. [tis funded in part by a grant fromthe Funding Arts Metwork, Inc. and
MANM s Annual Exhibition Fund.

Yinka Shonibare

Yinka Shonibare, MBE was born in London and moved to Lago s Migena, at the age of three. He
returned to London to study Fine Art, first atthe Byam Shaw School of Art, London, and then at
Goldamiths College, London, where he received his MA. Shonibare's work explores issues of
race and class through the media of painting, saulpture, photography and, most recently, film.
Shonibare has exhibited in leading museums worldwide and participated in seminal exhibitions
such as: Sensation, Royal Academy of Arts, London (1997); 49th Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy
(2001); Documenta 11, Kassel, Germany (2002); Double Dress, | srael Museum, Jerusalem,

touring; Africa Remix, variousvenues (2005-6) and Check-List Luanda Pop, African Pavilion,
b2nd Venice Biennale (2007). Shonibare wasnominated for the Turner Prize in 2004 and in 2005

he was made a Member of the Order of the British Empire. Most recently his proposalfor a

tem porary public sculpture was selected for the Fourth Plinth stte in London's Trafalgar Square.
In 2008 Shonibare will present a major retrospectve solo exhibition at the Museum of
Contemporary Art (MCA), Sydney, which tours to the Brookhyn Museum, Mew York, in 2009.
Yinka Shonibare, MBE, is represented by Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, and James Cohan
Gallery, New York

Miami Art Museum

Wiami Art Museum serves one of the most diverse and fast-growing regions of the country, where
a confluence of North and Latin American cultures adds vibrancy and texture to the civic
landscape. MAM embraces its role as a cultural anchor and touchstone in a ctythat welcomes
countless ethnic and age groups, Iifestyes and ideas.

MAM sfar-ranging vision is expressed inthe breadth and depth of its exhibition program and
through its ambttious education and public programs. The Museum co ntinues to build its
collection of holdings from the twenteth century through the present, as t embarks on a major
new building and expansion project The new MAM designed by Herzog & de Meuron will openin
downtown Miami's Museum Park in 2011.
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Miami At Museum is sponsored in part by the State of Flonda, Department of State, Division of
Cultural Affairs and the Florida Arts Council, and the Mational End owment for the Arts; with the
support of the Miami-Dade County Depatment of Cultural Affairs, the Cultural Affairs Council, the
Mayor and the Board of County Commissioners. The Miami At Museum is an accessible faality.
For sign language intemretation or assistive listening devices please cal MAM's Education
Department 305375 4073 at least fve days in advance. Materials in accessible format may be
requested.

Open Tuesday through Friday - 10 AM to 5 PM, Saturday and Sunday— noon to 5 PM. Third
Thursdays until 5:30 PM. Closed Monday Admission for MAM members, children under 12 and

students (with valid ID) isfree. Adults 58, seniors 34_ Free admission on second Saturdays.

101 West Flagler Street
Miami, FL 33130
305 .375.3000

miamiartmuseum org

Garage Parking

35 at 50 NW 2nd Ave

between Flagler St and NV 1st 5t
COverflow parking at 270 NW 2nd Street

Metrorall: Government C enter Station



